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Program

Sat 3rd Sept 2011
8:30am - 3:30pm

Bellingen Showground, Entry by donation

This program has been printed on 100% recycled paper.

 With LandcareLearn
practical skills to care for your landBellingen Solar is an established, family owned business located at 

1 Church Street Bellingen that specialises in renewable energy and 
energy efficient solutions including Solar Grid Connect, Solar Stand Alone for 

remote locations, Solar Hot Water, LED Lighting, Hydronic Heating, 
Energy Monitoring, Electric Motorcycles and lots, lots more and is for those 

who want to find ways to save the environment and save money for 
both the home and businesses large and small.

North Coast Power & Water are leaders in Environmental Solutions 
for Power and Water. NCPW’s mission is to provide customers 
with cost effective solutions to their Power and Water needs 

by providing expert technical advice, quality products 
and excellent customer service.

Infinity Solar are proud to be a major sponsor of  the Bellingen Energy Festival. 
Specialising in customised grid connect and off-grid solar power systems, 
Infinity Solar are committed to providing high quality systems and great 

customer service. Recently they opened a new office in Coffs Harbour 
to support local demand for cleaner, cheaper energy.

Bellingen Energy Festival

Saving Solar in NSW
Sustainability from backyard to farm

EmPowerment: take charge of your footprint

www.bellingensolar.com.au
(02) 6655 9266

www.infinitysolar.com.au
(02) 6653 7219

www.ncpw.com
(02) 6651 4333

 The
mes 

Find us on 



Bus Stop
Community Gardens Tour

Welcome to the 5th Bellingen Energy Festival, and our new partner, 
Landcare, who add practical ways to Care for Country to the ideas, 
technology and Community focus of  previous Festivals.

This has been a tough year for Renewable Energy and Sustainability, but 
we are confident that sanity will return and Australia, NSW especially, will 
adopt rational, long term policies to help communities transition to a low 
carbon economy with more sustainable local energy and food production.

Our three themes this year are Saving Solar in NSW, (Speaker John 
Grimes, Solar Energy Society) Sustainability from Backyard to Farm 
(speaker Lukas van Zwieten on Biochar) and EmPowerment: Take Charge 
of Your Footprint, with speakers Sue Lennox (OzGREEN), Liz Jeremy 
(Bellingen Shire Council), Dennis Hensman (Carbon Neutral Communities) 
and Belle Toms (Youth Leading Australia).

Aunty Shaa Smith ,Gumbaynggirr elder and storyteller, and Jason John, 
Eco Faith community leader, look at sustainability as Caring For Country: 
living in respectful relationship with our land and our communities, 
reminding us of  the bigger ideas behind all this activity.

From the Committee...
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Festival Map

Community Precinct
Bellingen Mens Shed

Bellingen Mentor Group
CROPO 

Bellingen Junior EYE
Our Harvest 

OzGreen
Transition Bellingen

LandcareLearn Precinct
Fencing

Soil Aerator
Biodynamics Flow Form

Green Flag Marquee
Orange Flag Marquee

Bio-char Retort
Old MacDonalds Farm

The Yurt
Stalls

Main Pavillion
Eco Kids Activities

Growers Market

Sustainability and understanding are the key themes of  LandcareLearn - 
a new and integral part of  the Festival this year. Energy and land 
management form a natural partnership in the world today - 
increasing sustainability in both fields is a key challenge for humanity 
in coming years. We need to understand, think and behave in new ways 
to overcome these challenges and manage our land and resources with 
care. Every square metre of  land that produces food and fibre needs to be 
farmed efficiently while its health and long term ability to keep on 
producing are maintained and improved.

Productive land is set in a wider environment that also needs 
understanding and care. Natural areas play a key role in supplying us with 
many things we take for granted - clean air and water and special places to 
connect with nature. LandcareLearn is about new thinking and 
understanding which encompasses all these things. We hope you enjoy our 
program and activities.

From LandcareLearn...
Food Stalls

Chai Tea
Chrysalis School
Food of the Earth 

Geragera
Greek Souvlaki

Hearthfire Bakery
Kombu

MamaGOTO
Marrakech Express

Matts Icecream Gelato
The Mobile Buzz Stop
Raleigh Public School

Electric Vehicles 
Australian Electric 
Vehicle Association 

Northside Entrance

Black Street
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Main Stage
Opening Ceremony

Speakers 
Music

Players & Planters Precinct
Bellingen Community 
Gardens Association 

Mid North Coast 
Permaculture Collective

Northbank Community Gardens 
Bellofoodbox
Jam Theatre
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Alan Coates teaches biological 
farming at Wollongbar TAFE.

Brian Hawkins is an ecologist 
studying seasonal patterns in the 

distributions of  local birds.

Liz Jeremy, General Manager of  
Bellingen Shire Council, has a strong 

background in sustainability 
initiatives in local government, 

including Blacktown Solar City and 
Regenesis, a large scale tree planting 

in the Liverpool area.

Jason John, the Bellingen 
Uniting Church Eco-Minister, reminds 

us that sustainability is also about 
having the courage to make 

unselfish choices.

Sue Lennox is co-founder of  
OzGreen, whose mission is to inform 
about climate change and empower 

communities to lower their footprints 
and explore self-sufficiency and 

sustainability.

Ross Macleay and Jan Parkin are 
local natural historians, 
botanists and writers.
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Bellingen Architects (E7) 

Composting Toilet Systems (E12)

(E15)

Dai Buckley E2 

Eco Smart Coffs Coast (E6) 

Emerald Energy/Solahart (E20)

Enviropro Alternatives Pty Ltd (E17)

Eric’s Pushbikes (E19)

Green Synergy Consulting (E3)

(E22)

Jaycar Electronics Pty Ltd (E18)

Kalang Solar Trackers (E4)

Mid Coast Insulation (E14)

Mid Coast Reed Beds Wastewater 
Systems (E9)

Nambucca Mowers & Outdoor (E21)

NilCO2 (Electric Vehicles area)

(E16)

Self  Sufficient Homes (E8) 

Solar & Bamboo Direct (E1)

Si Clean Energy (E5)

Solar Oz (E13)

Exhibitors

E1

E2

E3

E5

E4

F9

E6E15

E16

E22
E21

E20

E19

E18

E17

E14

E13

E12

E11

E7

E8

E10

E9

John Grimes, CEO Australian 
Solar Energy Society (AuSES), talks 

about the effects of  poor solar 
policy in NSW; and regional 

opportunities stemming from the 
recently announced Clean Energy 

Finance Corporation. 

Speaker / Presenter Bios
Carmen Muldoon is Bellingen Shire 

Councils’ Invasive Plants Officer. 

Marc Percival is an experienced 
horticulturalist specialising in plant 
nutrition and soil health and is the 

proprietor of  Agrisense.

Darren O’Reilly is the NE NSW / SE 
Qld Territory Manager for Gallagher 

Animal Management Systems.

Simon Proust is a catchment 
coordinator with the NRCMA and is an 

experienced property planning 
facilitator.

Harry Rose is a botanist and 
agronomist with huge expertise in 

pasture plant and grass identification 
and management.

Aunty Shaa Smith is a 
Gumbaynggirr Elder, whose words, 
music and dance take us to a deep 
place where we can reflect on our 

relationship with the land, 
and with each other.

Belle Toms, 17, Bellingen delegate 
to Youth LEAD, an OzGreen initiative 
building a national network of  young 

leaders promoting/exploring 
sustainable communities. 

Dennis Hensman representing 
Carbon Neutral Communities, 

shows us what our carbon 
footprint looks like and how we 

can measure and lower it. 
ReEmpowering local communities.

Lukas van Zweiten obtained his 
PhD from The University of  

Sydney in 1995 and since then 
has worked with NSW Department 

of  Primary Industries. He was 
awarded a Churchill Fellowship in 
2001 enabling him to undertake 
a project at Purdue University on 
assessing risk of  contaminants 

in the environment. In collabora-
tion with Richmond Landcare, his 
research team began working on 
biochar and soil carbon in 1995. 
Since then, he has appeared on 
ABCs Catalyst and Landline, a 

CNN special report and the 
Discovery Channel. 
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LandcareLearn Precinct

Lunch Pavillion Green Flag Marquee Orange Flag Marquee

9.00 Bike Parade Arrives
Meet at Maam Gudyuing at 8.15am

9.30 Grand Opening
Welcome to Country 

Uncle Tom Kelly, Aunty Shaa 
Smith & Mayor Mark Troy

“Defining the challenge”
Sue Lennox

“Adventure in 4 parts”
Jason John

“Beyond 0 emissions” 
Mira Wroblevski

10.00

Seedling planting 
Northbank Community 

Garden

At the Yurt

“Planting for wildlife”
Birds on the island walk

Brian Hawkins
Learn how to foster

 biodiversity, particularly 
birds, through plantings & 

enjoy  a field walk to look at 
local birds and their 

importance in biodiversity.

“What makes a soil 
healthy?” 

Alan Coates
Look at the factors that 

contribute to healthy soils, 
learn about the Northern 

Rivers Health Card as a tool to 
help you understand your soil 

and see a soil aerator 
demonstration.

“Planning your land for 
success”

Simon Proust
Gain an overview of the 

property planning process. 
He will use a local case study 
to demonstrate how you can 
develop your own property 

plan applicable top properties 
of all sizes.

10.30 Akabella 
with guest drummers11.00 “Beyond 0 emissions” 

Mira Wroblevski
“A Winter Tale” 

Jam Theatre11.30 “Bello switched on” 
Liz Jeremy

“Mulch magic”
Nick Radford “Electric fencing:

flexible and fast 
animal management in 

the paddock”
Darren O’Reilly

See how to construct and 
manage electric 

fencing to effectively plan 
and maximise grazing po-

tential with a focus on small 
properties and 

difficult to fence areas.

“Weed? What weed?” 
Clinic and walk

Carmen Muldoon 
Learn about local weed species 
and how to best manage them. 
Bring along a weed from your 

garden and learn how to identify 
it and control it.

12.00 “What does a tonne of 
co2 look like?”

Dennis Hensman

Jam 
Sandwich

Come along and 
jam...

“Ecology meets faith and 
spirit” 

Jason John

12.30
Bunya

Chilled acoustic

“Solar Active Man 
& Sunny Boy 
vs. Coal Fire”

Bellingen Solar
Powerdrama

“Farm for 
the future”

Documentary

1.00 “Saving Solar in NSW”
John Grimes “A Winter Tale” 

Jam Theatre
1.30 “Biochar: soils & 

climate change” 
Lukas van Zwieten

Be introduced to the pyrolysis, 
bioenergy and biochar and 

how it can be used to improve 
economic and environmental 

outcomes.
2.00

“Biological farming
...bringing it all 

together”
Marc Percival

Learn about soil ecology, root 
fungal interactions, mulch, 

compost, teas, green manure 
cropping, the importance of 

soil analysis, and biologically 
compatible fertilisers. 

“What is that gum?”
 Identification workshop

Ross Macleay 
& Jan Parkin

Learn how to identify local 
eucalypts using a simple key.

“Getting the most out of 
your paddocks”

Harry Rose
Learn about friend and foe 

plants in pastures, what they 
indicate about 

landscapes and how to man-
age pastures for 

optimum production.

2.30 Bello Public 
guitarists

Class 6 Chrysalis 
& guests

3.00 “Reduce your family’s 
footprint by 50%”

Bella Toms

3.30 Apricus Solar H20 
Auction

Closing Ceremony

Main Pavillion
Eco Kids Activities 
10.00am-3.00pm

Funky junk 
sculpture

Make your own 
colourful 
pinwheel

Sewing and 
french knitting 

Sponsored by 
Weave 

Bellingen

Growers Market
9.30am - 3.30pm

Community Precinct
Community Conversation

Sue Lennox
From 10.30am at the Community Tent

Info Tent
Visit the Info Tent to find a host of  
professionals ready to answer your 

questions on sustainability, 
building, gardening, rebates 
and sustainability intiatives. 

This is also 
the spot for 
timetable 

and festival 
enquiries.

All-day Activities
See Landcare Tent for info Community Gardens Tour

9.30am, 11.30am & 1.00pm at the Bus Stop
Ride the free bus to visit Northbank Community 

Garden and Bellingen Community Garden.

Electric Vehicles
9.30am - 3.30pm
Next to the Players & 

Planters Precinct

 Australian Electric 
Vehicles Association

Bike Ride to the Festival!
Urunga: Departs 7.30am from the BP Service Station. DUBBUG. Ph George 6652 7464

Dorrigo: Departs 7.30am from the Dorrgio Rainforest Centre. Running Wild Adventure Tours. Ph Inhal 0412 444 469
Thora / Boggy Creek: Departs 7.25am from the Thora Store and 7.55am from the Boggy Creek Bus Stop. DUBBUG. Ph George 6652 7464.


